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In Imamiyyah jurisprudence and Iranian criminal law, Lowth constitutes an exceptional
evidentiary mechanism within the system of proof and serves as the preliminary basis for
administering Qasamah in homicide and bodily injury cases. It is formed when reliable
indicia and probative presumptions generate a strong, type - based suspicion (zann naw‘1)
toward a specific defendant. With the expansion of modern technologies and the
increasing role of electronic evidence in crime detection, a key question arises: can
electronic data - such as geolocation information, cell - tower records, metadata, system
- generated logs, CCTV footage, and electronic communications - satisfy the
jurisprudential and legal criteria required for establishing Lowth, or do they merely
remain judicial presumptions (amarat gada’iyah) without reaching the threshold of
Lowth?This study aims to clarify the possibility or impossibility of establishing
“electronic Lowth” and to determine the standards governing its evidentiary validity.
Using an analytical - comparative method and drawing upon Imamiyyah jurisprudential
sources, Iranian criminal legislation, and principles of modern criminal procedure, the
research first extracts the foundations, elements, and criteria of Lowth - including the
concept of type - based suspicion, the role of precaution in cases involving life (ihtiyat fi
al-dima’), the function of Qasamah, and the distinction between Lowth, judicial
knowledge (‘ilm al-qadi), and judicial presumptions. Electronic evidence is then
evaluated against these criteria.Findings indicate that electronic evidence, in isolation, is
generally insufficient to establish Lowth. However, the convergence of authentic,
reliable, attributable, and mutually reinforcing digital indicia - when verified through
specialized forensic expertise and when collected and assessed in accordance with
technical and legal standards - may generate the strong type - based suspicion required
for Lowth. Nevertheless, acceptance of such electronic Lowth must be accompanied by
strict adherence to the presumption of innocence, the dar’ principle, precaution in matters
of life, the defendant’s right to defense, and rigorous evidentiary validation standards.
Accordingly, the Iranian legal system possesses the structural capacity to recognize
“electronic Lowth”, though its realization requires strict regulation, narrow interpretation,
and avoidance of unwarranted expansion of the scope of Qasamah.
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1- BTS: Base Transceiver Station
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