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Avrbitration, as one of the most efficient non-judicial mechanisms for the resolution of
disputes, is founded upon the parties’ consent, procedural expediency, and the finality of
arbitral awards. Nevertheless, safeguarding the integrity of arbitral proceedings and
protecting the fundamental interests of society render the exercise of judicial supervision
by state courts inevitable. This study seeks to delineate the legitimate boundaries of
judicial intervention and to address the tension between judicial oversight and the
principle of arbitrator independence. Adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology and
a jurisprudential-comparative approach, the research examines the relevant
jurisprudential and legal foundations. The findings indicate that, under Imami
jurisprudence, arbitration (qada’ al-Tahkim), although founded upon the parties” consent,
remains subject to the general authority of the Islamic jurist as the legitimate judicial
authority; accordingly, the validity of an arbitral award is circumscribed by the
requirement that it not contravene definitive principles of Islamic law. In both domestic
law and international arbitration, judicial review must remain subsequent in nature and
must not develop into a substantive reconsideration of the arbitral award or a reassessment
of the evidence. Rather, such review should be confined exclusively to the framework of
fundamental control. The study further demonstrates that respect for the independence
and impartiality of the arbitrator, together with the guarantees of fair proceedings -
including the principles of due process, equality of arms, the right to be heard, and the
adversarial principle - constitutes fundamental components of procedural public policy,
the violation of which may result in the annulment of an arbitral award. With respect to
substantive public policy, mandatory rules derived from Islamic law within the Iranian
legal system - including the prohibition of usury (riba), the invalidity of excessively
uncertain or speculative transactions (gharar), the prohibition of bribery, money
laundering, and the fraudulent procurement of an arbitral award - constitute the core of
public policy. Accordingly, courts should carefully distinguish between domestic and
international public policy and limit judicial intervention to manifest and serious
violations of fundamental religious, legal, and ethical principles, thereby preserving an
appropriate balance between the sovereign authority of courts and the independence of
arbitration.
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