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This article examines the substantive legality of disciplinary dismissal under
Iragi and Iranian labour law, focusing on the tension between an employer's
authority to maintain workplace discipline and an employee's right to job
security. It explores the legal meaning of a legitimate ground for dismissal, the
threshold of serious misconduct, and the relevance of proportionality,
progressive sanctions and substantive fairness. A descriptive, analytical and
comparative approach is adopted, drawing exclusively on the concepts,
legislative provisions, doctrinal analyses and findings presented in the
underlying doctoral dissertation. Particular attention is given to Iraqi Labour
Law No. 37 of 2015 and Article 27 of Iranian Labour Law. The analysis shows
that neither legal system treats disciplinary dismissal as an unrestricted
managerial entitlement. Both require the exercise of disciplinary power to be
connected to legally relevant conduct and controlled by safeguards against
arbitrariness. Yet the two systems organise these protections differently. Iragi
legislation sets out a more detailed statutory structure for disciplinary offences
and sanctions, while Iranian legislation places particular weight on approved
workplace disciplinary rules and the involvement of workers' representative
bodies. The article argues that effective protection depends not merely on the
number of legislative provisions but also on the clarity of the alleged misconduct,
the quality of legal classification, the proportionality of the sanction, and the
availability of meaningful institutional review. It concludes by proposing an
integrated approach combining legislative precision, collective scrutiny and
consistent standards for distinguishing minor misconduct from serious
violations.
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