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The element of form is one of the essential and fundamental elements for the
validity of an individual administrative decision, as it represents the external
mould through which the administration expresses its legal will and constitutes
a fundamental guarantee for protecting the rights and freedoms of individuals
against administrative authority. Comparative legislation varies noticeably in
regulating this element, which raises multiple legal and practical problems
relating to the adequacy of legislative regulation, its consistency with the general
principles of administrative law, and its capacity to strike a balance between the
requirements of public interest and the protection of individual rights. This study
examines the element of form in the individual administrative decision through
a critical analytical comparison among three legal systems with distinct
characteristics: the lIraqi, Iranian, and Egyptian systems. The study aims to
analyse the concept of form and its legal dimensions, explain its types,
distinguish it from other fundamental elements of the administrative decision,
assess the adequacy of legislative regulation in each of the three systems, identify
points of similarity and difference among them, and offer practical
recommendations for developing legislative regulation. The study adopts a
critical comparative analytical method by examining legislative texts, judicial
decisions, and juristic opinions in the three systems. The study concludes that
form in lragi and Egyptian law enjoys more detailed regulation than its
counterpart in Iranian law, while there are shortcomings in addressing certain
procedural issues in all three systems, and that variation in regulation directly
affects the degree of protection of individuals’ rights. The study recommends
that the Iragi and Iranian legislatures adopt more precise standards in regulating
form and benefit from the Egyptian experience in this field, while taking into
account the national peculiarities of each legal system.
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